The Diocese of Virginia

R-17: Unity in Christ’s Mission
Adopted by the 211th Annual Council.

Whereas, We in the Diocese of Virginia, members of the Episcopal Church in the United State of America
and members of the Anglican Communion, united in Christ, called to live out our witness, are “gathered in
the spirit” and moved by thanksgiving for the many gifts that mark our life together now, and over the last
400 years; and

Whereas , The Lambeth Conference and Windsor Report have called us to acknowledge and respond
with compassion and understanding to the pain and suffering of those who, because of their sexual
orientation, endure marginalization and rejection; and

Whereas , The bonds of affection and civility within the Anglican Communion, the Episcopal Church in
the United States, and the Diocese of Virginia continue to be strained as a result of the actions of the
General Convention in 2003; and

Whereas , Bishop Lee, through his leadership, honesty, integrity and sincerity, models grace and civility
in the midst of disagreement; and

Whereas , Bishop Lee, Bishop Jones and Bishop Gray provide witness to our unity in Christ in their
efforts to keep us in relationship to one another; and

Whereas, One of the historic strengths of our Anglican tradition is our capacity to hold together persons
with different, even conflicting, emphases in their understanding of the gospel; and

Whereas, We are defined by our mission in Christ to the world and not by the disagreements that lead us
to focus on our internal life; now therefore be it

Resolved, That, for the purpose of advancing mission and the spread of Christ’'s kingdom, the Diocese of
Virginia commits itself to seek the highest degree of communion possible with those members of the
Body of Christ with whom we find ourselves in disagreement, and will make every effort to cooperate as
co-laborers in the Episcopal Church of the United States of America within the Anglican Communion; and,
be it further

Resolved, That, we commit to attend to our differences in a spirit of listening to one another, in order to
witness to unity in Christ’s mission; and be it further

Resolved, That, following the model of Bishop Lee, Bishop Jones and Bishop Gray, we commit ourselves
to seek always to be respectful of one another and to stand together at the foot of the cross.
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